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because the task ahead is great and 
leadership is hard, steady work. You 
will be called upon to make many deci-
sions over the next 2 years. Many will 
impact the economic well-being of your 
fellow Americans. Some may cause you 
to send our youth into harm’s way. 
There is no textbook for how to do 
your job. Each of you must find your 
own way. Start by doing your job to 
the best of your ability. Represent 
your constituents with the noblest of 
motives. And always be true to the 
democratic values of this great institu-
tion. Let us be respectful of those with 
whom we disagree and make an effort 
to find the common ground. Let us 
keep before us our common goal, to 
make this Nation safer and more se-
cure for all Americans and a better 
place to pass on to our children and our 
grandchildren when our work here is 
done. 

As we begin this new 108th Congress, 
let us be mindful of our Creator and of 
His plans for this great country. May 
God bless this House of Representa-
tives.

b 1415 

I recognize my good friend and col-
league, the dean of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. DINGELL); and he will 
administer the oath of the office of the 
Speaker. 

Mr. DINGELL then administered the 
oath of office to Mr. HASTERT of Illi-
nois, as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will 
support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that you will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that you take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation 
or purpose of evasion, and that you will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties 
of the office upon which you are about 
to enter. So help you God. 

Mr. DINGELL. Congratulations. 
(Applause, the Members rising.) 

f 

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS 

The SPEAKER. According to the 
precedents, the Chair will swear in all 
Members of the House at this time. 

If the Members will rise, the Chair 
will now administer the oath of office. 

The Members-elect and Delegates-
elect and the Resident Commissioner-
elect rose, and the Speaker adminis-
tered the oath of office to them as fol-
lows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will 
support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that you will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that you take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation 
or purpose of evasion, and that you will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties 
of the office on which you are about to 
enter. So help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now Members of the 108th Congress. 

MAJORITY LEADER 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as 
chairman of the Republican Con-
ference, I am directed by that con-
ference to notify the House officially 
that the Republican Members have se-
lected as their majority leader the gen-
tleman from Texas, the Honorable TOM 
DELAY. 

f 

MINORITY LEADER 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, as 
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, I 
have been directed to report to the 
House that Democratic Members have 
selected as minority leader the gentle-
woman from California, the Honorable 
NANCY PELOSI. 

f 

MAJORITY WHIP 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as 
chairman of the Republican Con-
ference, I am directed by that con-
ference to notify the House officially 
that the Republican Members have se-
lected as majority whip the gentleman 
from Missouri, the Honorable ROY 
BLUNT. 

f 

MINORITY WHIP 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, as 
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, I 
have been directed to report to the 
House that the Democratic Members 
have elected as minority whip the gen-
tleman from Maryland, Mr. HOYER. 

f 

ELECTION OF CLERK OF THE 
HOUSE, SERGEANT AT ARMS, 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFI-
CER, AND CHAPLAIN 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res. 1) 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as 
follows:

H. RES. 1
Resolved, That Jeffery J. Trandahl of the 

State of South Dakota, be, and is hereby, 
chosen Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives; 

That Wilson S. Livingood of the Common-
wealth of Virginia, be, and is hereby, chosen 
Sergeant at Arms of the House of Represent-
atives; 

That James M. Eagen, III, of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, be, and is hereby, 
chosen Chief Administrative Officer of the 
House of Representatives; and 

That Father Daniel P. Coughlin of the 
State of Illinois, be, and is hereby, chosen 
Chaplain of the House of Representatives.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I have 
an amendment to the resolution; but 
before offering the amendment, I re-
quest that there be a division of the 
question on the resolution so that we 
may have a separate vote on the chap-
lain. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be 
divided. 

The question is on agreeing to that 
portion of the resolution providing for 
the election of the Chaplain. 

That portion of the resolution was 
agreed to. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. MENENDEZ 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I offer 
an amendment to the remainder of the 
resolution offered by the gentlewoman 
from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE). 

The Clerk read as follows:
Amendment offered by Mr. MENENDEZ:
For the Remainder of the House Resolu-

tion 1
That George Crawford of the state of Cali-

fornia be, and is hereby, chosen Clerk of the 
House of Representatives; 

That Lorraine Miller of the state of Texas 
be, and is hereby, chosen Sergeant-at-Arms 
of the House of Representatives; and 

That Cecile Richards of the state of Texas 
be, and is hereby, chosen Chief Administra-
tive Officer of the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ). 

The amendment was rejected. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on 

the remainder of the resolution offered 
by the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
PRYCE). 

The remainder of the resolution was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will now 
swear in the officers-elect of the House. 
Will they please come forward. 

The officers-elect presented them-
selves at the bar of the House and took 
the oath of office as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will 
support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that you will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that you take the obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation 
or purpose of evasion, and that you will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties 
of the office for which you are about to 
enter. So help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. 

f 

NOTIFICATION TO THE SENATE 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
privileged resolution (H. Res. 2) to in-
form the Senate that a quorum of the 
House has assembled and of the elec-
tion of the Speaker and the Clerk, and 
ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 2

Resolved, That the Senate be informed that 
a quorum of the House of Representatives 
has assembled; that J. Dennis Hastert, a 
Representative from the state of Illinois, has 
been elected Speaker; and Jeffrey J. 
Trandahl, a citizen of the State of South Da-
kota, has been elected Clerk of the House of 
Representatives of the One Hundred Eighth 
Congress.

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
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